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From the President
Th" Reunion Lunch wos bock to o pre Covid style event
I ond wos another greot day. In2022, we olso hod our

AGM on the same dly os the Reunion which we will do
ogoin this yeor. The dote for those events is Sundoy
November 19th. I'd like to thonk those members who

filled o position lost yeor ond those who hove stood for
o position for 2023.

Aur WEB site is obout to hove o complete mokeover.
L/ft wos meont to be live on December 1 but technicol
issues hove slowed it down. With this in mind the
upgrode will be stoged, with the new look on line from
Morch lst. If you hove ony relevont photos, stories or
informotion please f eel f ree to coll or emoil onyone on

the committee. We ore alwoys looking for informotion
thot con help fill out the history of tha foctory, it's
workers ond it's products.

f'his yeor our colendor is bock to pre covid with the
I first mojor event being our movie of ternoon. We are

very fortunote to hove Brion Foley as o guest speoker
and he will hove lots of photos ond roce footoge to
show. The cost to cover afternoon teo is $20. This
should be a great event. Pleose let us know now thot
you ore coming:

Two woys to poy: $20 perhead
Post cheque to 12 Acacio Dr, Glenhoven NSW 2156

OR By EFT to 5t George Bonk gsg t1?-879 A/c l3t
434 941 BMC Leylond Aust Heritoge Group with your
Nome or Member No os a P.ef erence.

Then emoil Koy with names for catering numbers.

Roger at our
committee
on his 90th
in 2O2O

meeting
r birthdoy

Tn the 2023 Honours list Roger
Ifoy was awarded on OAM 7or
service to Automotive History.
As well os mony Club rolls Roger
hos served in the following roles:

Former Journolist
Vorious roles in vehicle development ond engineering
BMC/Leyland

President Council of Motor Clubs 1974-1975
President Veteran Cor Club of Austrolio (NSW) Ct97Os
Volunteer, Friends of Fagan Pork, c1995
BMC Leylond Heritage 6roup Committee Member since
t998

On the Cover
Ex BhC/Leylond employees at the 2022 Reunion Lunch

Inside
3 2022 Reunion Lunch
6 1962lounch of Austin Freeway
9 Dorien 6op
11 Vole Poddy Hopkirk
t? 20?3 Heritoge 6roup Colendor

This year it will be a two trcy chat with Will lhgon
and Brian Foley featwitg pictures, and race footage.

Brian sold BllC cars, rcced them and had his own BiltC
dealership

Brian conEsted the Australian Tourirg Car in 1960,
1964, 1965, 1967, 1969, 1970 and 1971.

His best year was 1967 driving a llioris Cooper S

In 1965, with Peter llianton, he finished 3rd outright
in the Armstrong 5OO in a Cooper S

Saturday lPti
lAay 13th 2023
Vikings Sports Club

35 Qrcrry Road

Film Afternoon

Dundas Volley

$20

Please notc that the Heritage Group has a
new mailirg address:

12 Acocio Drive 6lenhoven, NSW 2156
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With covid restrictions easirg 2022's
Reunion was almost back to a 'normol'
event.

t f litha return to the Rydole Room ot theLeagues

VVfl :fl .f.'roi:o',","I'zli":r'l;-i'1'"#'?:;
arronged the car disploy which wos under cover insteod
of on the top level due to the heof on fhe doy.

Will Hogon performed os Mosfer of Ceremonies moking
surethere wos plenty of time to tolk while still moving
through the progrom.

Roy Hobgood spoke obout some of his time ot the
Compony with o presentotion of Lond Rover development.
There wos some footage shown from on ABC story
obout migrant workers, which wos shot in the Zetland
foctory oround 1972, featuring vorious stoges of
monufocturing Kimberleys, Tosmans ond Morinos. Port
of this footage wos recently used on ABC's londlina.

The 'Rora Avis Aword' wos ogoin oworded to the cor
considered by the judges to be the rorest on show. Roro

Avis (rore bind- or person/thing occording to Merriom-
Webster Unobridged) is o bird made from suspension
ports mode by fhe opprentices and presented to the
lata John Nicol when he left BMC/Leyland in 1971. He
wos then o Senior Purchasing Engineer.

The'Bird' in
all its glory

3

AOM REUNIONrHE
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THE a@mREuN[@N
RYDE EAST-WOOD I-EAGUES CLUB

Also ot the event were Tom Wheelwright ond Broin
Coldersmith representing the Austrolion Motor
Heritoge Foundation. The Foundotion, bosed ot Sydney

Motoriport Pork, oims to protect the heritage of the
Australion motor industry by collecting and cotologuing
books, brochures, tace P?og?ams, magozines, reviews,
photogrophs, films ond ony other moteriol relating to
the industry.

A bi9 thonk you once ogoin to Koy De Luco for guiding
the function through plonning to implementotion.

Tom Wheelwright
from Australian
lAotor Heritage

Foundation
addresses the

luncheon

Roger Foy presents the P,ara Avis award to Peter Asquith
for his Austin A40

The Car Disploy

Press photos
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.Arrstil Frreerrra.trf &
Illlolselelr 24/erO

Lawrched to the press on f(arch 78, 19 & 20,
in 1962 and then to Dealers on l,llarch 28th,
with these events at Sydney's Trocadero. The

mesfige was clear -
'l{iake way for the Freeway'

l\ ock in 1959 the olmost identicol Austin 460,
morris Oxford Series V ond the Wolseley t5/6O

V (the ADO9 Farino Ronge) were released locolly.
This ronge wos neor identicol to the UK range but with
the bi9 difference of the locolly developed 76??cc B

Series engine in place of the UKs 1489cc. 5o while
rugged ond well mode, the new ronge couldn't breok the
locol perception thot o family car required o 6 cylinder
engine os wos found in the very populor Holden. Added
to this, Ford wos gearing up to put the Falcon into locol
production. By 196? dealers were going to be BMC so
seporote Austin ond Morris models of the some cor
wete no longer reguired. It was declded that smoll cars
would be Morris ond lorger cars would be Austin with
Wolseley covering the top end of the morket.

5o the 7622cc 4 cylinder become the 2433cc 'Blue
Streok'six cylinder. Other chonges included anew grille,
rear fins (from the UK MG/Piley versions), relocotion
of the radiotor ond o modified bonnet. The wheelbose
grew 6y 1" there were modifications to the suspension
to improve the ride and deol with the extro werght
of the bigger engine. The Morris Oxford interior wos
used with a Freeway badge replocing the clock. Bench
seats were used, ogoin motching the opposition.

The Austin wos ovoilobte os a sadon ond a wogon with
two tone. point finish while the Wolseley wos se?on only
in o single colour. Both cors were monual as stondorl
with o Borg Warner 35, 3 speed on option. The auto
option wos populor with Wolseley buyers.
The public releasewas o.n.May 21st and hopes werehigh
f or the Freeway ond Wolseley Z4/gO. The Ausfin wos
ovoilable os o sedon.and o wogon with two tone point
finish while the Wolseley. woi sedan orf/ in " sinj-[
colour. An 8000mile round Australio trip wos orgonis?d
to.prove the soundness of the new cor. Many oi those
miles were on dirt roods but it wos completei in f Joys
ond set orecord.

However, with a body bosed on older models, the
new BMC offerings were up ogoinst new models from
Holden, Ford and Chrysler, also released in 1962, and
olthough soles storted in the right direction they then
tapered off . ft wosn't longbef ore the Wolseley version
outsold the Freeway ond in October 1964 o MkII
varsion (yDO3) of both models was lounched. Power
wos increosed to 84bhp , new colours introduced ond
o MkfI badge added to the reor omongst other detoil
chonges.

The MkII Freeway only lasted a few months but
the Wolseley version was still populor ond remained
in production until the orrival of the Austin 1800 in
October 1965.

6

POWERED BY THE AUSTRALIAN..BLUE STREAK" SIX

Knou the Ansusers
It rs immrtant that you know the main specr{ications o{ the

Aust;n "Freeway" and tne '8lue Streak Sjx,, eneine. ln this hrehlv
competrt've aulomotrve rndustry. all of us at BMC hare a pan- to
play in the selli4g of the Company's products

ENCINT

Cylinders. . - si; in line
Sore and Stroke . . .16.2 mm by 88.9 dm.
Cubic Oapacity . . .2433 cc.
Compresion R.tio -. .7.i to I
Valves . pushrcd overhe.d.
Carburettor. . . Zenith downdraught.
Power at r.p.m. . . . 80 (gross) .t 4350 r.p.m.
Meximum Torque . . .123 tt/tb. at l650 r.pm

Thi.''81.d-Oll" ediri.i or rh. ,,BM.C. Reri€,,, rfri.h r.r ,Ddo.Gd ,o,rh€ Nr?ionil D..l.B_C.nkEn.., h.t b.ci .p..i.tty -prnrr .'r, i"",."r,
Edirion for hcm&E ot B.M-C. ilti.

Th. A!.rir "fE.wry."

-ifffijHTN\

TRANSMISSION

Type Three speed manual.
Ratios:
First I 2.08
Second . . 6.32
Top...3.91
RearAxle. .3.91

SUSPSNSION

Front .. independentcgjts.
Rear . semi-elliptic.
Shftkers. . . piston.

STEERINC
Type...camandpeg.
Turns. lock to lek.2.g.
-rrcte I / ft

SRAI(ES

Type drum

wflcHT
uty 23 c\'t

TOP SPEED

86 m.p.h.

FUEL CONSUMPTION
29 fr.p-g- apprax
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The Austin Freeway & Wolseley
24/80 both turned 60 in 2022. The

first version was

T to.ooo 'tlo ilarilrEt'allcc''
tlLE!5

An Austin Freeway & Wolseley 24/80 which were recently sold via
Grays Online. The pics demonstrate the differences between

the models, but note, however, incorrect paint schemes.

lAorris for New Zealand

- riasroE
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FULL
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Lounch Price Comporison
Austin Freeway Sedon
Austin Feeeway Wogon
Wolseley ?4/8O Sedon
Holden Speciol Sedon
Folcon Deluxa Sedon

€1130 inc tox
f,1225 inc tox
f,1225 inc tox
€1111 inc tox
81149 inc tox
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Arrstin FreeYrra;f &Illolseaelr 24/eIO

FreewaY dash on teft and24/80 dash on rioht'

really was another it'et of luxury 
"ompo"i 

b the opposition
The WolseleY

Began with
a merger

"Three thousand four
hundred workers use
22 million worth of
machinery to turn

out a car every four
minutes at BIAC's
Zetland factory."

Left & below
Part of the'Austin

Freeway SuPPlement'
Daily TelegraPh, liaY

21st,1962.

Roger FoY's
pre-production

Freeway still goirtg
strong.

Attttutidn abry bgon
ta 1951,whea t rG i!54i,

8

WORK I$ HUMMING

1Y"5 liY5LL UpHOLSTInED

idGt
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In December 7971, aiming to complete
the first unbroken land crossing of the
Americas, two Patge Rovers set out from
Alaska. They completed the task in June
1972 just as first deliveries of Range
Rover were arriving in Australia

1962 BiiC Range

Radiator located just
behind the grill to allow
for the 6 cylinder ergine

n December 3rd L97t two Ronge Rovers deported
Anchorage, Alosko with the oim of driving top to
boftom of the Amenicos.

Led by Mojor John Bloshford-Snell ond crewed by men from
the tTth/?lst Loncers the two vehicles completed the journey
on June LOth 197?. The 30,000km trip included 3 months of
trovel through the Dorien 6ap which is a roin f orest jungle with
no roods ot even continuous trocks. The jungle did, however,
feature plenty of swamps, rivers, nasty mommals, reptiles and
insects. The Ronge Rovers hod been flown to Anchorage by the
RAF, but from there they were driven, pushed, ond floated
olong the route.

The expedition storted by troveling down the Aloskon Highwoy
averaging around 800 kilomet?es per doy. Nights were spent in
Travelodge motels olong the woy ond this would later be seen
os ultimote luxury. While trovelling through Conodo one of the
vehicles hit o truck ond wos damoged. No one wos hurt but the
second vehicle driven by 6avin Thompson towed the stricken
cor to o British Leyland Deoler where o deloy of obout oweek
ensued woiting for spore ports to orrive.

Along the woy there were ptess obligotions ond even product
demonstrotions. Having reoched Ponoma City on Januory 12th
the rest of the teom arrived. 30 horses were odded to corry
oll of the required eguipment, food ond test eguipment. On
Jonuory 19th, the expedition entered the Jungle.

The roin seoson hod losted 5 weeks longer thon usuol so they
weregreeted with thick, block mud. A reconnoissonce crew went
oheod to decide the best route, Although they were'driving'
through the jungle progress wos slow with o guide wolking in

front of the vehicle the whole time. Eoch vehicle hod o teom
of 8 from the Royol Engineers who olso wolked with the cor
digging,loying lodders, cutting down trees ond winchingwhere

BMC-Leylond Austrolio Heritoge 6roup Inc Issue 80 9
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ilfotor Industry News lryland Austnalia
June, 1972

TNANS AilERICAS E)(PEDITIO}I SUC'ESS

Tso specially equipped Range Rovers have succeeded in

thelr bid to Bake the flrst ever unbroken land crossinB ot the

American Continent fron north to south, a total distance of about

18,OlO miles.

Three months of the six-nonth long Joumey sas spent lD

ero€sLng the hitherto unpassable Darlen Gap, a 25O mile stretch of
dense jungle, a*amps, rivers end nountain ridges separating North

ud Sdth Aneri.ca.

The Gep represents the last obstacle to the completion oi
the pu-Anerlcan Htghvay whlch otheryise rus unbrckeo from AlBskB

to the tLp of Chl]e.

The Range Rovers faced thick snov and ice and temperatures
as low as oinu6 45 degrees, as well ac tropical. heat and Jungle.

The Range Rovers were creued by men from the l7th,/21st
I€ncers, Rally driver Captain Gavin Thompson sho, with Csptein
Jeleny Croves, l"ed the vehlcLe party, said at journeyrs end:
"It has been a fantastic experience.

6ovin Thompson (one of the drivers) wos

flown out so he could contoct Geoff Miller,
Lond Rover's tronsmission expert. Hoving
exploined whot hod hoppened o Ronge Rover
wos looded up with the some weights and mud
tyres ond driven oround the Jungle Trock
ot the Solihull foctory until it broke. ft wos
found thot with the mud tyres ond the mud
there wos too much load on the tronsmission.
Geolf Miller flew with new diff erentiols into
the Dorien Jungle ond with these in ploce the
eguipment wos redistributed ond some of
theweight removed. Stondord cross country
wheels ond tyres were fitted. There we?e no

more diff problems, but the problem hod set
them back 26 days.

In Panomo, o used Lond Rover Series ff wos
purchosed to be used os o scout vehicle ond
it occosionolly fell into ravines, two of the
ladders brokeand ofter the mud come terrain
with very steep oscents ond descents.

necessory. Progress wos very slow, sometimes less than o
mile in a doy. Woter crossings created some of thebigger
issues. On one occosion, they waded the first vehicle late
in the doy ocross o smoll river. After rain f ell overnight
the smoll river was now flowing much foster, so fast they
couldn't use their roffs. Eoch vehicle corried two solid
aluminium romps copoble of carrying the weight of the
vehicles. They could be placed on top of Avoi inflotoble
rofts which could then be powered by on outboard motor
or the front mounted winch. The r:er wos too fost for
the roffs, so they had to drive ocross. However, when
nearly <u-ccessful, the river won ond pushed the Ronge
Rover off course.

Water quickly rose obove the bonnet and the motor
wos shut down. With great difficulty, o hond winch wos
ottoched, ond the vehicle was slowty pulled out of ifre
water. 9y tt is time the water wos lopping over the roofl
A peri:d,of drying f oltowed wh ich inciiaei pumping *iii,
out.of th.e engine ond chonging the oil. Then thiy ieie
back on their way.

The lost mojor obstocle wos the Gre-ot
Atroto Swomp. ft's neorly 96kms wide ond
was choked with weeds. The rofts were used
but progress was slow os choinsows hod to be

used to clear the w eeds. Some sectio ns w er e cl ear ed with
dynomite. Eventually they mode their woy to the other
side olthough the river bonks we?e more like sponges but
it did support the weight of the vehicles-just. After 96
doys in the jungle the expedition wos back on rough dirt
roods and soon they arrived in Medellin A British L2ylond
agent gove the Ronge Rovers o much needed service.

On A4oy 13th the expedition, now bock to two Ronge
Rovers and crew (everyone else went home) wos
tcaveling-south ogoin. The rest of the trip wos relatively
uneventful with a few stops for servicinq ond odditionol
press confe?ences. The teom now hod tohove guickly.

Hoving started in winter ond now heoding bock into
winter snow wos now the big issue. W,th the plonned
route completely blocked, a new route over worse roods
was selected- but at leost there were roods.
On June 10th, l97Z the British Trons-Americos
Expedition omived ot Ushuoio Cape Horn. Job Done.

Contact with the outside world wos kept by rodio totwo bose stotions outside the Dorien Gip. pltrol, 
^oiiond suppJy mo-terials were dropped via porachutes from

B eav er o i rcrof t when r equi r ed.' ihe teo ni wo u I d us" floreior bolloons to mork their positi on. Average speed for thejungl.e crossing was 4kmi per day. and iuel'c-o.r,i^pt1r.
wos 1mp9 (If f hove it correct ihot,s ZgZ.4g l/lOOkmi
using imperiol gollons.)

Pic: trLR
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With the passing of Paddy Hopkirk, P,ob

Harrison asked Bill Price, Competitions
lAanager at BLIilC to write a for us....

Paddy ond 33 EJB on stage at the London Palladium
after the Monte Carlo win

lfale Pa.d.d5r Efolrlxirlx
fi orn 14th April 1933 in Belfost- Died 21 luly 2022,

Vbequeothad o Hording motorisd 4 -wheel involid
chair.

At 17 he soved up to buy an Austin Seven. He later
became proficient in driving tests frequently in o VW
l2OO Beetle.

His efforts in the frish Rally chompionship brought his
name to the ottention of the Triumph Teom. Tn 1957 he
gained o'works'drive in o TR3 with o Zndin Closs in the
Tulip rolly. Some good results with Triumph followed
until leoving obruptly in 1958 to join tha Rootes taom
moinly driving the Sunbeom Ropier. On the Acropolis
rolly whare oll the team retired, Poddy hod o chonce to
drive on AH 3000 courtesy Pot Moss !

A letter to Stuort Turner sow o move to BMC with
his first drive on the 1962 Liege-Sofio-Liege rolly in o
Healey. His first drive in a Mini Cooper was in the 1963
Monte Carlo finishing 6th overoll.

The1964 Monta, with Poddy storting in Minsk, wos in the
loter Cooper 5 with the lO7lcc engine.
Despite strong opposition, porticulorly
from the Ford V8 Folcons, Poddy won.
This greot win hit the internotionol
heodlines and the Mini reolly wos the
Tolk of the Town, with Poddy & Henry
(Henry Liddon Co-driver) oppeoring on
stoge ot the London Pollodium with the
cor.

As well os a full progromme rollying
with BMC, Poddy wos

o regulor driver for the Cooper Cor Co

roce progromme oppearing olongside
John Rhodes in the second cor.

When BMC relented ond'gove the nod'
to M6 competing in the Le Mons 24hr
roce, Poddy drove on MGB in1963,1964

ond 7965 with good results achieved 3 yeors running.

Poddy hod on eye for business and storted o motor
occessory business in shop in 1965, the premises
being badly domoged by on IRA terrorist bomb on one
occosion.

His regulor teom motes with BMC were fhe Flying
Finns, Timo Mokinen & Rouno Aoltonen who become
good buddies.

Roce qnd rolly events in conjunction with BMC Austrolio
such os roces ot Sandown ond Mount Ponoromo plus the
Southern Cross rolly were enjoyed by Paddy.

Another heodline event wos the 1966 Monte Corlo
rally where the Mini Cooper team were lst, Znd & 3rd
overoll. However the cors were disqualified over on
alleged inf ringement of the heodlomp regulotions.

As Poddy commented ofterwards,wewoz robbed I

BMC become port of British Leyland in 1968 ond the
motorsport budget wos now strictly controlled by Lord
Stokes.

Poddy competed in Mini, MGB ond MGC in 1968,
culminoting in the London Sydney Morothon. Poddy wos
in the teom of Morris/Austin 1800 saloons with Poddy
finishing 2nd overoll. He would probobly hove won if
not losing time ossisting ot on occident involving Lucien
Bionchi in o Citroen.

Some TV rolly-cross in L969 with the emphosis now on
the Triumph models under Lord Stokes.

Poddy wos 2nd in the Circuit of f relond in the lightweight
Mini Cooper 5. ond Zndin class in the RAC Rolly driving
o Triumph 2.5PT.

Poddy retired from serious rolly/rocingint9TO ond to
finish his illustrious career, Poddy wos one of the teom
of Triumph 2.5 Pl Mk2 soloons entered in the 1970
Doily Mirror World Cup rolly from London to Mexico,
finishing 4th overoll.

Business exponded with the Mill Accessory 6roup.

Poddy wos persuoded to toke porf in some historic
rollies such os the Pirelli Classic Morothon which he won
in o Mini Cooper S.

When BMW decided to producetheir
own version of the Mini, it wos not
surprising thot the company invited
Poddy to become an ombossador for
the morgue. He was supplied with o
Mini Cooper 5 pointed red & white
with regn no. Y333EJB in honour of
his 1964 Monte win in 33EJB.

Appointed MBE in 2016 ond for two
yearshe wos president of the BRDC.

Poddy wos o wonderful friend, teom
mote ond roconteur. There wos never
a dull moment when in his company.

Bill Price

Poddy Hopkirk, Tony Nosh and Neville
Johnston chat with Lord Stokes in front
of the World Cup Rally Triunph 2500
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2O?3 CALENDAR
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10.30amJANUARY
Tree GreenGlenhavenCaf6Committee M

Wed 18th

FEBRUARY
Newsletter No.801stWed

MARCH

APRIT P765othNSWrbesd FoanParkes50thationalsNP76nd Clubs 10.30amEasterTO
12 Acacia GI enhaven Green

CommitteeHelgth

1.MAY Club DundasAfternoonBMC13rh Aust Motorlife
National21*Su

Newsletter No.8L3oth

JUNE

Renewals DueMembershi3orh

JULY 10.30am
12 Acacia Drive, Glenhaven GreenCommitteeH Grou

AUGUST
Park Eastern Creek

Shannon's Classic20th

SEPTEMBER 9amSchool ?TheAll British70 ot t7Su nd
Newsletter No.82f3oth

OCTOBER
10.30amGlenhaven Green12 AcaciaCommittee18thWed

NOVEMBER

10.30ames Club - RoomEastwood19rh Annual Reunion Lunch/AcM 11.30am

DECEMBER

CAR CTUB MEETING DATES &
7.Morris Minor Car Club NsW Lewis Bowls G ree nac rel'E I ues
7NSWMorris1st

Event Weeroona StrathfieldMini Car Club NSW2nd

P76 Owners Club NsW lkham HillsThe Hills Club,2nd

7District Morris Minor Club Commu2nd
Car Club of Australia Parramatta RSL Club 72nd

Dea kin & Social 73rd ACT Mini Car b

Sans Souci lnstitute3rd P76 classic Car Club

Bankstown Club4th Austin A40 Car NSW

3'd car Club NSW Last Wed. Park

74th NSWMotor H

By the beginning of 1973 everything was in place for the big reveal
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